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natura relabi - rest

_natura relabi

These three notions inform it's three design prin-
cipals which are set as minimal interventions on
the site, acting as impulses for the relapse of na-
ture into the gravel pit, by inviting spontaneous life
through the natural ecological succession of the
riparian forest. Through shifting, adding & planting,
native trees and shrubs can repopulate the area.
Where no impulses are set, the landscape rests.
The accessibility for the humansphere is changed

natura relabi is a future for a post-extractivist land-
scape - a gravelpit in Marchtrenk, Upper Austria. It
consists of three design notions:

- the gravelpit landscape is a third landscape (not
fully wild nor fully cultivated)

- the landscape deserves to rest (after decades of
constant disturbance and exploitation)

- rest is productive (doing nothing is doing some-

relapse regenerate

who is part of the discussion?

landscapearchitect

gravel pit
demands the right to
continue existing & be

beaver (Castor fiber)
wants to keep thriving in the
neighbourhood, therefore
needs:

slow moving freshwater

bodies

abundent deciduous trees

intrinsically valued
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seedbank .

a buildingstructure of the gravelpit
with sola.r"planelling is repurposed
& converted into a seedbank for
rare native species of the flood-
plain dry-grassland

01
impulses for nature relapse are set
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50m

will shape it’s future.

100m
1

a floodplain dry-grassland

is established through forage transfer form
a nearby existing one, harnessing the
potential of the man-made peninsula. the
bumblebee orchid & other rare species of
this habitat will settle successfully, if the
right conditions are provided through an
extensive care regimen.

02 03
rainwater pools in the wadi & around nature starts relapsing into the gravel pit,
the tree setting the soil life cycle into motion

yearly site inspection

irregular micro relief

remove woody
saplings / shrubs

forage transfer
(seeds)

summer
(very) partial mowing

light surface scraping
(occasional every
3-5y.)

spring autumn

OOO0®OLO

winter

. 3/year extensive care-regimen

e regimen aims for as little intervention as possible while
creating the ideal habitat conditions by avoiding fertilisation
and heavy machinery. Yearly inspections determain the
applied care-actions. The care- intensity fades with each
year. A micro relief is created in the first year. The forage
transfer is only repeated if necessary. Woody saplings and
shrubs will be removed yearly to prevent shrub encorach-
ment. Partial mowing only starts in year two and will
continue yearly, except for dry years. Every 3-5 years light
surfcace scraping will mimic natural disturbance.

3 year care regimen floodplain dry-grassland



